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3 Parker Street, 

Officer, Vic. 3809

Phone: 
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officer.ss@education.vic.gov.au

 Webpage:
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Message From The Principal
Hello everyone,

The weather has been cold but still lovely as Autumn progresses,
however, as we head into winter the Melbourne weather will bring
us cold and wet winter days. Our students need to be outside for
movement and exercise so we request that you send coats and
wet weather gear so that they can still spend time in the
playgrounds. A change of clothes is essential for our younger
students. Name everything!!

IMPORTANT REMINDER
As you know we have our wellbeing dog, Kobby, as part of our
school team. He is going through a careful training program to
ensure he and the students are safe and comfortable in the
school environment and we have a record of any students who
are allergic, have cultural reasons not to engage with the dog or
who are frightened of dogs.

Whilst we understand that many families in our school
community keep dogs as pets, to ensure that our school remains
a safe and inclusive place for everyone, pet dogs are not
permitted on school grounds under any circumstances. Our
school community is diverse and may include people who are
allergic or uncomfortable around dogs. We are also conscious of
the health hazards that may be posed by dogs. We ask that
families please leave their pet dogs at home and do not bring
them to the gates at pick up and drop off.

Regards

Helene Rowe
Principal
Officer Specialist School

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Officer Specialist School acknowledges

the traditional owners of the land
throughout Australia.

We pay our respects to them and their
cultures, and to the elders past, present

and future.

OSS News is the official Newsletter
of Officer Specialist School. 

It is copyright protected and may
not be reproduced in any way.

All content is put together by the
amazing staff at Officer Specialist

School. The Newsletter is designed
and edited by Michael McCoy for

Officer Specialist School.
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BUILDING PROJECTS
HAVE STARTED!
BUILDING PROJECTS
HAVE STARTED!

I’m sure most of you have noticed the building
activity around the school. At the front of the
school, we are having an additional modular
administration and office building which we
hope to be installed by term 3. The rest of our
build is the covered in basketball court near the
gym, two community rooms and then the
classroom wing right at the back of the school,
with four classrooms and resource rooms. Right
now there is lots of drilling happening at the
front of the school to access the utilities.
Hopefully that noisy business will be finished
this week.
We will include some photos and more
information as the building progresses.



KINGS BIRTHDAYKINGS BIRTHDAY
M O N D A Y  2 7 T H  M A YM O N D A Y  2 7 T H  M A Y

HARMONY DAYHARMONY DAY
T H U R S D A Y  J U N E  1 3 T HT H U R S D A Y  J U N E  1 3 T H

Wear orange!! (We
postponed Harmony Day

earlier in the year)

End Of Term
June 28th

End Of Term
June 28th

COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY
CONNECTIONSCONNECTIONS

T H U R S D A Y  J U N E  6 T HT H U R S D A Y  J U N E  6 T H

Here's a quick Snapshot at some of the key dates to remember for 2024. Dates are correct
at the time of printing. 
But dates can change due to varying circumstances. We will inform the school community
of any changes.

www.officerss.vic.edu.au
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Calendar Of Events - Term 2 Calendar Of Events - Term 2 

June

10th - Kings Birthday - No School
13th - Harmony Day
(Celebrating Cultural Diversity)
26th - 100 Days of School
28th - Celebration Assembly
1.30pm finish
28th - End of Term

OSS NEWS 2024

There is no School on
this day.

Cancelled.
New Date Soon



NEW DATE
COMING SOON!

CommunityCommunity
ConnectionConnection  

MorningsMornings

This year we have included
Community Connections Mornings at
Officer Specialist School.
We will be welcoming our parents and
carers from our school community to
join us for a morning ta and a chat.
We may have a topic people have
requested or information to share.
But most importantly it is an
opportunity to meet other parents,
carers, and our school team.

Topics that have been requested include:
·What does a day at school look like?
·Supporting Positive Behaviour.
·Using Communication Supports.
·Issues with food.
Our Leaders will join us as we fill you in on
plans for 2024. 
You can also share your ideas for topics you
want to know more about
After you drop off the students, drop in for a
cuppa. 

Stay the whole session or just a visit!

JUNE 6TH 
COMMUNITY CONNECTION

CANCELLED!



Parents and
Carers 
Want to be more
involved in your
child's school
experience?

           Parent and teacher
communication plays a significant role
in a child's learning experience. 
           The Compass app enables parents
to engage closely with school to see how
their child is performing and feeling,
book their next teacher conference, pay
fees easily, and get ready for the next
excursion. 
            The Compass app gives busy
parents access to everything they need
to know.
            Any queries after downloading the
app, please contact the school directly
 

www.compass.education



PRINCIPAL’S AWARDPRINCIPAL’S AWARD
The OSSThe OSS

I have been very lucky to enjoy morning tea with two
of our students who were nominated for a Principal’s
Award. I have asked teachers to nominate students
who are demonstrating our school values, and I will
select the students who will come for morning tea and
receive an award.
Those students will then be featured in the newsletter.
Congratulations this week to Jaiden and Chase. I really
enjoyed chatting to you both and I could tell you enjoyed
the hot chocolate and morning tea!!
I’m looking forward to sharing time with more of our
wonderful students who are nominated for the Principal’s
Award.
Helene Rowe
Principal
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10th10thAnniversaryAnniversary
2 0 1 4  -  2 0 2 4

It has been 10 years since
we opened our doors to our
school community, and
what an amazing
community we have grown
in to.  Through our Building
The Dream series we will
explore our history.

Part 2 - Opening Night.
Here we look at some of the
photos from our official
opening night. On this night
parties involved in bringing
our school to us gathered to
celebrate the official
opening.

B u i l d i n g  T h e  D r e a m

Original  School Logo 2014 - 2021
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Senior Basketball Court Leading To Gym

Common Room

10th10thAnniversaryAnniversary
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Welcome to Laboratory 2.04!
Term 2 has been filled with wonder and
excitement in Classroom 2.04 as students
have looked through their magnifying glasses
at the fascinating world of science!  
Our little scientists were thrilled to observe
the bubbly reaction when they mixed baking
soda, vinegar and dishwashing liquid to
create frothing volcanoes! 
Students mixed yeast, sugar and water in
bottles and watched in wonder as the hungry
yeast popped off enough gas to blow up
balloons! 
Hands and bodies were kept still as the kids
mindfully observed Skittles slowly spread
their colours in beautiful patterns to create
vibrant rainbow ponds. 
Science was used to create colourful art for
Mother’s Day cards when the kids used
shaving cream, drops of food colouring and
toothpicks to create beautiful marbled prints. 
The students couldn’t believe it when they
watched coloured water from full cups
mysteriously flow up, over and in to empty
cups to create new colours in a walking
rainbow!
They even explored how light works in the
darker space of The Just Right Room, learning
how they can move a torch behind objects to
make big and small shadows on the wall! 
Our 2.04 scientists have had great fun so far
this term and still have plenty to look forward
to! 

CLASSROOM
SnapshotsSnapshots

Teacher:  Clinton Lloyd

Welcome To Class 204

Primary Department
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Let's Eat!

3.01 has had a wonderful term so far! As a
class we have been eagerly investigating our
inquiry question ‘where is the science?’
Students have investigated concepts each
week, including senses, water, growth and
change, habitat, and weather. They have
particularly enjoyed growing their own
plants and documenting their growth each
week. Science learning experiences have
encouraged them to predict, observe, and
explain different science phenomenon.
Another highlight for students was our
walking excursion to the Fish and Chips Shop
and Flanagan Avenue playground. During
this outing, students practiced exchanging
money, social skills and road safety in the
community. I look forward to seeing 3.01
students continue to embrace learning as
the year progresses!
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CLASSROOM
SnapshotSnapshot

Classroom Teacher
Monique Hartman

Welcome To Class 301

Primary Department



We are scientists in 4.02. 
The students in 4.02 have been exploring
Science this term through a “We are
scientists” inquiry unit. Students have been
supported to predict, observe, and explain
experiments using the quality text ‘Snap’
by Anna Walker as our topic inspiration. 
Students have been supported to complete
experiments using edible pantry items and
ordinary household items. We have mixed
liquid ingredients to combine them to make
slime and ooblek and added heat to
ingredients to make playdough and
muffins. We have experimented with water
balloons and tested what happens when
the balloons are squeezed and thrown. 
It has been a very engaging and
entertaining learning topic for everyone.

CLASSROOM
SnapshotsSnapshots
Teacher:  Sally Cooper

Welcome To Class 402

Primary Department
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Let's Eat!
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CLASSROOM
SnapshotSnapshot

Classroom Teacher
Sarah Hobbs

Welcome To Class 504

Primary Department

During term 2, class 5.04 have begun to
develop Scientific Inquiry skills through a
variety of hands-on experiments such as
exploring live mealworms, planting seeds
and making Frog in a Pond. All Science
activities have been tied to our literary
text, “SNAP!” by Anna Walker, about a frog
who escapes the swoops, snips, and snaps
of all sorts of animals in the forest.
Students were exposed to the Predict,
Observe and Explain (POE) strategy, which
encouraged them to think and report as
Scientists! Many of our Science
experiments were completed as a whole
class, enabling students to take turns and
share ideas in a safe setting. During week 7,
we joined our neighbouring classes on an
adventure to Deep Creek Reserve in
Pakenham. Here, they were led on nature
walks, participated in workshops run by
Ecolink, and used the all-abilities play
space and water play area.



Term 2 has been marked by a focus on
Science and authentic experiences with
handling money in 7.03.
After having practised representing
money in the classroom in different
denominations and amounts, the 7.03
students went on a community
engagement task wherein they
shopped at Woolworths for household
items. They followed a shopping list
given to them by their parents and they
managed the money that they had so
that they would stick to the budget.
7.03 has also been engaged in
experiments with how things float, sink,
and move through water. Students took
on challenges such as making
otherwise dense objects float. They
also built boats out of different
materials to see which ones could
support the most weight placed on
them before sinking.
Education Week was also a busy time
for the students. They worked on their
podcast presentations by using a
planning template. They then turned
the planning template into a
PowerPoint presentation that they
designed. When their presentations
were finished, they had themselves
recorded in the School Show studio
where their podcasts were published
for the school.
Amazing job, 7.03! It was definitely a
busy term and I am proud of all of your
efforts!

CLASSROOM
SnapshotsSnapshots

Teacher:  Lance Cabigas

Welcome To Class 703

Primary Department
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Let's Eat!
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CLASSROOM
SnapshotSnapshot
Class 703 continued

 Secondary Department









The Pakenham Eels Rugby League Club provides Rugby
League and Touch Football opportunities in South East
Melbourne, servicing Pakenham, Officer, Beaconsfield,
Cranbourne East, Narre Warren, Narre Warren South,
Clyde, Clyde North, Cranbourne, Berwick, Endeavour
Hills, Hampton Park, Hallam, Drouin, Doveton, Koo Wee
Rup, Nar Nar Goon and Warragul.
The Pakenham Eels Rugby League Club and Touch
Association Inc. began operation in the Cardinia Shire
region in South-East Melbourne in 2016 and was formed
with the vision of creating a year-round operation,
providing both Rugby League and Touch Football
sporting opportunities.

The Pakenham Eels field teams in the metropolitan
Melbourne competition within the NRL Victoria
‘Melbourne Storm Junior League’ and ‘Melbourne Storm
Premiership League’ competitions. The Eels also focus
on a strong affiliation with Touch Football Victoria,
delivering NRL League Touch competitions.
Throughout the Pakenham Eels Rugby League Club’s
initial development years, the Rugby League club had no
real permanent home in South Eastern Melbourne for
rugby league training, rugby league games or touch
football competitions until 2022, where the club moved
to its permanent home at Comely Banks Recreation
Reserve in Officer.

The Pakenham Eels
Rugby League Club



The school canteen will begin serving this year on 14th March and will be
open every Thursday after that.

All orders are through the Flexischools app.

If you are new to OSS, simply download the Flexischools app from the
Apple or Google stores and follow the prompts to create an account. Once
setup, click “Order Food” to see the online catalogues available, place your
order and pay. Orders can be placed at any time, up until our specified cut-

off time (as shown in the App). At OSS, this is 8am each Thursday.

OSS NEWSOSS NEWS

The School Canteen

https://apps.apple.com/au/app/flexischools/id1420774608
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?gl=US&hl=en_AU&id=com.flexischools

