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Contact Information.

Street Address.
3 Parker Street, 

Officer, Vic. 3809

Phone: 
03 5943 2800

eMail:
officer.ss@education.vic.gov.au

 Webpage:
www.officerss.vic.edu.au
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Message From The Principal
Hello everyone,
Hello everyone,
What a wintery start we have had to the term!!
Our students love to be outside as you all know, so please make
sure you send in coats/wet weather gear so they can still have
time in the playgrounds. A spare set of clothes for the younger
students is also important.
Chatting to our secondary students at recess and lunch, there are
lots of very chilly people! We don’t mind what coat/jacket they
wear for outside over their uniforms, as long as they are warm.
School uniform is required for windcheaters and tops, but any
kind of coat or jacket is fine.

Student reports were finalised last week, and families can access
these through Compass. The report will give you a snapshot of
your child’s learning, and celebrate the progress they are making
this year and the range of programs and activities they have
engaged in.
 
SSGs
The Department of Education requires an SSG to be held each
term to focus on the Individual Education Plan for each student
and the adjustments we make to support their learning. We
understand that many of our families are time-poor, so we
provide a range of options for the SSGs. Your contribution as
parents and carers is very important as we work in partnership
between home and school. 

BOOK WEEK 
Book week is August 17th -23rd and we have lots of fun activities
happening around the school. On Friday 23rd August we have our
dress up day….start planning those costumes!!! There are lots of
enthusiastic staff planning outfits too so it will be a fun day!

Continued Page 3.........ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Officer Specialist School acknowledges

the traditional owners of the land
throughout Australia.

We pay our respects to them and their
cultures, and to the elders past, present

and future.

OSS News is the official Newsletter
of Officer Specialist School. 

It is copyright protected and may
not be reproduced in any way.

All content is put together by the
amazing staff at Officer Specialist

School. The Newsletter is designed
and edited by Michael McCoy for

Officer Specialist School.
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You will have noticed that our building projects are
progressing. The relocatable admin annex at the
front of the school is open. We are arranging for it to
be painted to blend in with our school color and then
we will work on creating a garden around the building
and our flag poles. Our students will contribute ideas
through the Student Representative Council (SRC)
and some of our senior students will be able to take
on work as a project.

Visitors to the school will still come to the main
admin reception as usual.
The Community Space, created by roofing over the
basketball court has created much excitement as the
students observe the progress. I have included a
couple of pictures of an artist's impression of how it
will look so that you have a better idea. The
classroom spaces at the rear of the school have the
foundations complete.
We are told the completion date for the 
the whole project is 
the end of 2024 so fingers crossed!!

Thanks everyone,

Helene Rowe
Principal
Officer Specialist School

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Beleza Pakenham Store
7/99 Bald Hill Rd
Pakenham, VIC 3810
(03) 5941 4989
Monday – Friday: 9:00am to 5:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am to 1:00pm

https://beleza.com.au/



construction!
O U R  N E W  B U I L D S  S C H O O L  S O  F A R !
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In 2.06 we acknowledged NAIDOC week by reading a
dreamtime called ‘How the Birds Got Their Colours’
written by Mary Albert, we pay our respects to the
Bardi people living in Broome, Western Australia.
Throughout the week the class created some birds
inspired by the dreamtime story. The students
participated in a sensory activity mixing up foam and
watching it change from white into a variety of different
colors red, blue, green, and yellow. The students
explored a variety of different colored feathers. 

On Friday we celebrated as a whole building with some
Aboriginal symbol-inspired activities. 

CLASSROOM
SnapshotsSnapshots

Teacher: 
Stephanie Casey

Welcome To Class 206

Primary Department
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Let's Eat!
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CLASSROOM
SnapshotSnapshot

Classroom Teacher
Denise Van Der Nest

 

Welcome To Class 302

Primary Department

We had a great start to term 3. Students got right
back into the routine and has been very engaged in
different activities. Adrian is keeping to his morning
routine structure by completing his personal
binder. Darshwin and Maira are enjoying some time
in the activity room. Shalom is showing off his
cooking skills, while Connor won the tallest tower
competition. 



Welcome everyone to term 3! It’s hard to believe
that we are already halfway through the year. We
hope that you all enjoyed a safe, happy, and
restful break over the holidays. We have many
exciting events planned for term 3, so it will be
another busy one.
Last week, the school celebrated NAIDOC Week.
Students have learned many different aspects of
Indigenous culture, participated in various
activities, and engaged in discussions that
promoted understanding and appreciation of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples'
contributions to society.

CLASSROOM
SnapshotsSnapshots

Teacher: 
Marian Mikhiel

Welcome To Class 506

Primary Department
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Let's Eat!
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CLASSROOM
SnapshotSnapshot

506 Continued!

Students listened to many stories about the cultural
traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
The book ‘Respect’ was a highlight, introducing students
to important elements of Indigenous culture. Students
gained a deeper understanding of the concept of respect,
especially in the context of speaking and sharing stories.
They also learned about the Yarning Circle and the
Yarning Stick and their significance in Aboriginal culture.
Another highlight activity was making damper, a
traditional bread well known in Indigenous culture.
Students in 5.05 and 5.06 enjoyed the hands-on
experience of preparing and baking the bread and learning
about its historical significance. They also had the
opportunity to paint leaves in Aboriginal patterns and
colors to signify the special celebration of NAIDOC Week.
Through this activity, they were able to work together,
discuss, and exchange ideas about the importance of
choosing colors and the meanings behind different
patterns. Students were very proud of their painted
leaves, which beautifully represented their understanding
and appreciation of Aboriginal art and culture.
In reading, students have been identifying and revising
reading strategies that they can use before, during, and
after reading. They will continue to develop their reading
comprehension strategies, such as finding the main idea,
making connections, interpreting information and making
inferences. In writing, students will continue to focus on
writing recounts and delivering oral retells in class. Each
week, they are encouraged to expand on their writing by
including as much detail as they can and ensuring they
have the correct punctuation such as capital letters and
full stops. Students will also continue to explore letters
and the sounds they make (phonics) and letter
formations. They will continue to blend letter sounds to
make words when reading and writing. This term, students
will continue to build on their existing mathematical
knowledge and skills. They will continue investigations in
place value and counting patterns through games and
activities to consolidate addition and subtraction.
Students will investigate chance, statistics and
probability, including collecting and interpreting data.

Primary Department



PLC 7 – The School Show

These photos show a group of students from classes
4.04, 4.07 and 4.08 filming an episode of The School
Show in the recording studio. The group loved seeing
themselves on camera and commenting on the
wonderful video segments highlighting learning and
events from across the school. In addition to having
lots of fun, the students practised a range of important
skills, including looking at the camera, taking turns, and
communicating with verbal words, visuals and gestures.
Lights, Camera, Action!

CLASSROOM
SnapshotsSnapshots

Written By
Adam Marchant

Secondary Leader

Secondary Department
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DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIESDIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES
PATHWAYS PROGRAMPATHWAYS PROGRAM
This week, the students in the
Digital Technologies Pathways
Program went on an excursion
to visit the AIE in Melbourne.
The AIE stands for the
Academy of Interactive
Entertainment where you can
do further education courses
in video game and film
artwork, programming and
visual effects. The students
completed a workshop in
using a program called ‘Maya’
to create 3D models and
textures. The group had lots
of fun and are exploring
further course opportunities
at the AIE.
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At Officer Specialist School, we organise for Orthokids to visit us each term
to support our students. Orthokids are specialists in children’s orthotics,
and they can assist with many conditions, such as Cerebral Palsy and
Scoliosis. Orthokids can make and adjust braces, splints, Ankle-Foot
Orthotics (AFOs), and many other orthotics depending on a child’s needs.
What can Orthokids help with?
·Flat feet
·Spasticity (tightness)
·Toe walking
·Maintaining range of movement 
 in joints

WHAT IS

THERAPY CORNERTHERAPY CORNER

If you have any questions or
would like to get in touch with

Orthokids, you can contact them
at info@orthokids.com.au or 03
9836 4480. They have locations
in Surrey Hills and Frankston if
you would like to visit them for

an appointment in between
school clinics.
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The school canteen will begin serving this year on 14th March and will be
open every Thursday after that.

All orders are through the Flexischools app.

If you are new to OSS, simply download the Flexischools app from the
Apple or Google stores and follow the prompts to create an account. Once
setup, click “Order Food” to see the online catalogues available, place your
order and pay. Orders can be placed at any time, up until our specified cut-

off time (as shown in the App). At OSS, this is 8am each Thursday.

OSS NEWSOSS NEWS

The School Canteen

https://apps.apple.com/au/app/flexischools/id1420774608
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?gl=US&hl=en_AU&id=com.flexischools












Parents and
Carers 
Want to be more
involved in your
child's school
experience?

           Parent and teacher
communication plays a significant role
in a child's learning experience. 
           The Compass app enables parents
to engage closely with school to see how
their child is performing and feeling,
book their next teacher conference, pay
fees easily, and get ready for the next
excursion. 
            The Compass app gives busy
parents access to everything they need
to know.
            Any queries after downloading the
app, please contact the school directly
 

www.compass.education




